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' Best Wishes PASTOR MARCIA
& |l tds time for Past ol

y back, relax and enjoy her
Thank You! grandchildren! February 26 will be

Pastor Marci aosf olrasSt .doalyAshaoabiesk i ansc
in Ministry. We all wish her well in retirement and we want her

to leave with a bang! Plan to join us in the Dining Room on
February26"f or a retirement recepti orl
honor. There will betime to say goal bye toPastor Marcia

between 2 and 4 pm. A short program will occur at 2:30 pm.

If you wish to help with the reception, please contact Kristy
Pecks at 5407093. If you would like to give a monetary gift,
please drop it off at the church office.

Staff & Contact I nformationé

Telephone: (712)548855 Web Home Pagewww.stjohnslemarsia.org
Fax: 5468856 -mall: stiohns@stjohnslemarsia.or
Administrative PastorGary P. Landsness e-mail: gary@stjohnslemarsia.or
Associate Pastor: Gregory Gabriel e-mail: gabriel@stjohnslemarsia.o
Assogate in Ministry: Marcia Young e-mail: marcia@stjohnslemarsia.or
Music Coordinator: Cathy Seaton

Administrative/Financial AssistanKim Lang e-mail: kim@stjohnslemarsia.org
Parttime Office Assistant Kristy Pecks e-mail: kristy@stjohnslemarsia.org
Custodian: Brad Ufken

Parttime Custodian: Judy Renken
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THE PASTOROS PAGE It seems like aadical idea: a church making decisions on the basis
A Church for the Outsiders of what is best for outsiders. It sounds like a novel way to fish for
people.

The Gospel reading for the Third Sunday after the Epiphany (Mark .
1:1420) is about Jesus calling his first disciples at the Sea of Galilee. Pastor Greg Gabriel
The story reminds ubat the church is all about fishing for people.

* * *
Recently | came across an intriguing article written by ELCA Bishop
Mike Rinehart of the Texalsouisiana Gulf Coast Synod. His article
is entitledinsiders and Outsiders Bi shop Rinehartos
be that we in the church need to make decisions on the basis of what
would be best fooutsiders instead of what seems best éarrselves
| offer some excerpts from his article:

FOR FEBBLJARY

i s S T E TS

¢ 5:30 P.M. SERVICE: Walt & Russ Matfeld,
~Z —_—  Matt Beeck, Dave Klave, Bert Stellingwerf, Doug
Wiederholt, Mike and Leland Wiener

iMy theory is that the mainl i ne—]éé—M—Fg%—&sE-& M. SERVIC :\ﬁ;\lég?)é&q@g%ags@(a,Ketn reygrputh, ¢ |
to theculture, because insiders trump outsiders every time. Dennis Lundgren, Matt Strub, Keith & Brady Westhoff, Louis

Westhoff and Brennan Buss

AiDecisions are made for the benil#3AM gBRVICE (gsgngPage,l]egglegrgHefng,qugﬁlles(eh al
outside the church. In every single decision, even the little ones, Hoffman, Joel Johnson, Bill Rieken and Adam Schmidt

insiders trump outsiders. Take hymns, for example, Musical
dedsions are not made considering what will attract spiritually
hungry outsiders, but what will please the caadrying, bill-paying

member shi p. Most church outsiders d"b“““"FfNAN%IgLrasoithnuaryg4,,’_E()g_2er sing
Great Thou Art. o0 They wtnmt be sl i gh'tHEytTHof f ended by a gui

* * *

church. Time and time again church leaders receive heat from Current Income Received $31,659.76

church insiders upset about this or that, because the insiders are Benevolence Offerings $ 4,652.38

trying to recreate their childhood church experience or simply have Current Debt $ .00

a rigid idea of what church is supposed to be. Chigeklers cave

in to these insiders because the0§fg,.,'nginsiders control the purse ¢

nygl_ag%-fj\_ 2012 Offering Envelopes are ready to be picked up in
~——— . thelobby. If you do ndhave a set of envelopes, and

Bishop Rinehart proposes that we become a church for the world, a 3;: _ _ _ _
church oriented to the outsider. He concludes: *_~—_ wish to begin using them, contact Kim at 365 or
kim@stjohnslemarsia.org

nSo hereds the plan. Neinglepolicy. Every decision, every

decision made by staff, council and every committee is made on i Contribution Statements for 20bave beere-

behalf of those not yet here. Every sermon choice, every hymn, song s, mailed. If you wish to have a printed copy,

and musical choice, every building grounds choice, every spending pleasecortactthe church office at 548855 or

choice is made with outsiders in mind. o emailkin@stjohnslemarsia.org
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As you continue to be a community in mission for all the church, set

As many of you may already know, | am as your goal by the power of the Holy Spirit wikie practice of the
Fromg‘he retiring from my Letter of Call here at St. words i n Galatians 5: ALI ve 1in
Aa.M, Johnds the end of F e bpatieace, kindnessTgoceiness gfathfuinéss, humility, and self
R == retirement seem® have come so soon control .o
/ Fiy- o when | think back on the wonderful years
—‘2'1 my spdraa y eerd fowmthepBysachl job onhetafd s €

2 of service at St. JohiIntdsi.s
\

May of 2004 just after completing my Lay that each of you treathers with honor and respect because we are
\ Ministry training and my Clinical Pastoral all in a family of faith. Is that a tall calling?

ExperienceatSL uk e6s Hospi t al

Remember

These years have been packed full of many experiences thathave Cat ec hi s m

the words of Martin Lut

to the ThirdfAAr thiedli & va

enriched my faith and given me thatlgcannot by myown aesstantligg oGtordt bedievegin Jastise a n «
power. My desire to be a parish pastor dates back to when | was 14 Christ my Lord, or come to Him. But the Holy Spirit has called me
years old and | have to believe God hasrbpreparing me for this through the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and

vocation on a long and winding route from point A to point B. None ke pt

the less, here | am along with my husband, looking at a new chapter help!!

in our life.

me i

,,,,,

n true faithééééeéeo Any

Blessings anddmor to each of you,
In light of these words, | lead you Romans 12:8, 12i i So we  Marcia Young, AiM

are to use oudifferent gifts in accordance with the grace that God

has given us. I f our gift is to

according to the faith that we havé it is to serve, we should serve;

if it is to teach, we should teaclif it is to encourag others, we

should do so. Whoever shares with others should do it generously;
whoever has authority should work hard; whoever shows kindness to
others should do it cheerfully}?Let your hope keep you joyful, be
patient in your troubles, and pray at alli me s . 0

Paul is telling these Romans they have an assignment of living by
Jesus as their example. Showing honor to others and putting others
first is Jesus call to serve one another. Showing love and honor to
others is a message in the life, death, @sdrrection of our Lord

and Savior Jesus.

Jesus has gifted us with His saving Grace. He won a race against the
devil by losing His life on the cross and gaining the whole world

unto Him. Now we honor Him as we show honor to others in love

and service.

speak

s
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A Loss in Our
Church Family
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Godds ®message, we shoul

Kenna Claire Grage

Eileen Lubben
Edith Renken
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Dustin, Amie, Adie, Claire, and
Cheyenne Arens



,:5: p= == .
Eir“&; 7 +r+ Music Notes from Cathy Service Beyond Our Local Congregation

As | am writing this, | am looking out &"loor window and Might you be interested in going to the 2013 Churchwide Assembly
reveling in the beauty of thesnewa not her of Godo6s NEPSHYIN s yqting member? (The cost is covered by our

g fts! We at St. Johnos abound Chugphwie %’dg 1 Mightyqu be intgrest dnéer\ﬁng n& Sde
with musical talents, please consider sharing them throughout the Board, Synod Codncil, or a committee of our Synod? .I you are
coming months opportunities are endless! This month we will interested, Ie_t Pastor Gabriel know. Our Synod is putting togather
begin the season of Lenadditional opportunities to she your slate of candidates for the spring Synod Assembly.

talents. Please contact the Church office or Cathy Seaton if you

would like to share during services. Happy February!

What IS the Academy for Parish Leadership?
February Music Schedule

The Academy for Parish Leadership is a-ttayg resource event

February 5"  Fifth Sunday after Epiphany designed to provide informal and effective leadership for parish
8:15am-Mends Chorus/ JuBel | atléa@ers. It provides an opponity for those assuming parish
10:45 am- Open leadership roles and looking for resources to help them be
February 12" - Sixth Sunday after Epiphany successful. Council members, committee or task force members,
8:15am-St . Johno6s Choir church secretaries, those responsible for newsletters, flyers, those
10:45 am- People of Praise charged with making worship driacilities accessible, and pastors
February 19" - Transfiguration of Our Lord are all people who will find this academy beneficial.
8:15am-St. Johnés Choir
10:45 am- Open The Academy for Parish Leadership is now in its 4th year. One of
February 22" Ash Wednesday last year's attendees said, "One of the best workshops I've attended"
February 26" - First Sunday in Lent and "good information withew perspective".
8:15am-St . Johnés Choir
10:45 am- People of Praise This year's Academy for Parish Leadership is Saturday, February 11
from 9:30- 3:30 at Buena Vista University, Storm Lake, lowa.
Goddés Peace Participants may choose up to three of the short courses offered.
Cathy Seaton
* * *

To register contact:
Rev. Peter Soli

A big thank you, to all those who helped deliver Academy Coordinator
meals during the month of January. A special =3 wisps@wisynod.org
thank you goes to Estill and Shirley Lang, who 712-7324968 x449
helped coordinate drivers last month. This is
always a big project to coordinate and without $S&S—g{(o} Or Online

the many volunteers, the program would not be o http://wisacademy.weebly.com/
able to go on. WHEELS



http://wisacademy.weebly.com/

TheAres f amily comes to us from St

Dustinhas lived inLe Marsall of his life. Amie was born in

Get to Know ©6 EMperilo, TexasShe moved to a farm near Remsen when she was
INEW seven and graduated from Remsen Union High School.
at
ST. JOHN'S Dustin worksinthefeezer at Wel |l sdé6 Blue B
. . hunter. He also likes fishing. Amie works at the front desk at Total
Reta Milbroat i S.a new me mb e r 0 f. St. Osﬁbgs%ﬁsd S&'rvri]ce iE e M'grrs?. She 'enjo%'s%a{kingpaﬁdsrgading.
name (Mil brodt) means fAamil k and read. o
Reta moved to Le Mars from At last October. She has Pllease make them welcome at St.
grandchildren who go to Le Mars Community Schools, and she
wants to be close enough to go to their ball games.
Reta grew up in Sioux City. When Reta was in her teens, she was
baptized at a Pentecostal church in Sioux City.
She maried Artie in 1960, and moved to his family farm. Together
they raised five children (Kimberly, Susan, Karen, Tom, and Jon).
For many years they were members of St. Johnds of Preston
Township. Reta and Artie moved into Akron in 1999. Her husband Cottage Meetings
passed wailast March.
) _ 't s GCGamnmisngClomi ng! Cottage Meet.
She worked as a custodian at Akifestfield schools for 28 years, Johnos!
and also in the laundry department at a nursing home in Akron for a
decade. Reta retired in 2003. As a member of Trinity Lutheran You may ask Awhat is a Cottage N

Church in Akron, Reta served on the churchraal, helped with
confirmation class, and delivered MealsWheels.

We are blessed to have Reta as a new member of our congregation!
Do introduce yourself to her.

* % %

Dustin and Amie Arens Adie, Claire, and Cheyenneare other

new members at Siom 6 Bustin and Amie Arens have three girls:
Adie (pronounced\dd-ee), in second grade, Claire in transitional
kindergarten, and Cheyenne, who will be three in March. Adie and
Claire have gone to Vacation Bi

for the congregation to get to know each other better, have some fun
and food, and talk about httew we
place to Worship! We are in need of facilitat@s if you would be
willing to lead a groupplease contact Kathy Stelz&r540-0656 or

Kristy Pecksat 540-7093. Training will be provided.

The groups will meet 3 times a year, beginning in Mafdten in
December, there will be a holiday celebration! Watch the bulletin
and your mail for what group you will be assigned and when you
will be meeting. If you have any questions, call Kathy, Kristy, or the
church office.

bl e School at St. Johnds in past



AnStrengthening Fami/| W \s qu St. JohnosRADHO BRESSAGRS i ng
Er—‘/j\\ Fridays on KLEM, advertising our services and

Do you have a fifth or sixth grad at your house? Do you want to special musidor the upcoming weekend. The cost of
make a difference in your family? If so, then the acclaimed Ha[ll[l froadrast these ads is $10 per week. Sponsors will be
AStrengthening Familieso pr ogr amcognizee o the bulietm gnd Reavblatter. aPlegise doRtgct anddeavie o |
you. The seven week series is held on Sunday afternoons,fflom 3  your donation in the church office. Thank you.

pm, at the Le Mars Conventi@enter, sponsored by the Le Mars

Area YMCA, the Asylum Teen Center, and Plymoutiuty SPONSORS FORFEBRUARY:

Extension. The cost is $10 (entire family) for the entire series which sth -

includes a light meal served each week beginning at 5:00 pm. 12th-
Parents and the youth meet in gepagroups for the first hour and %m

together, as families, during the second hour to practice skills and do
activities, including making a family shield. For more information,
contact Carol Schneider at the Plymouth County Extension Office at

546-7835 orhttp://www.extension.iastate.edu/plymoutt@hild care FORTRESS OF FAITH is a halthour program broadcast on
:?1 ﬁ:gvrl]?:;tﬁg: of charge for younger siblings and they are included KLEM/AM, 1410, on Sunday afternoons at 1:00 P.M.

Sponsors are needed feebruaryand March 11th, 18th, and 25th

SPONSORS FORFEBRUARY :

Grab a cup of coffee and joidult 5th - In memory of Ella Utesch by Norm & Ellen Utesch.
Sunday Schoal Classes meet in the 12th-A friend of St. Johnos
Dining Room and classroomB All are 19th-

Adult Sunday School welcome!!! 26th -

B-2 Adult Sunday Schoolmeets Sundayat9:30 and is led by Julie Sponsors are needéat February 18, 26", andMarch 4. If you
Albert and PedvicAllister. Thegroupstudiesthe "Christ in Our would like to sponsor a program, stop by the church office or call
Home" daily devotional and the upcoming Sunday's smepdesson 546:8855. Costis $25.

used during our Worship service¥oinusin the basemerdlass

room #B2 for coffee, scripture, and inspiration to start your week!

* * *

DIAL -A-DEVOTION -5467404
Available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. A new
devotion isavailable each weekdayi Thought s f

Intergenerational Sunday School

February & will be our only Intergenerational Event this Sunday Dai | y isa&ministrygsponsored by the Women
Schoolyea and itds going to be an eolteeitCAyWerhankthasé who preparéd andoecomledsthe .
Kay and Kristy have a morning plannedhielp uslearn all about the messages idanuary

book of Proverbs, the book of wisdom! Therewdlii br ai n f oodo

to help make us wise, learning time about the book of Prowambs, GlendaWiener, Karen Breuer, Mary Klopp, Roger Klopp, Lynne
a fun activity that will help Youth and Adults learn from each other!  Bogh, Arlene Wiener, Audrey Kindwall, Joan Kroepel, Mary Ann
Be sure to come to the Dining Room at 9:30 on tharf join the Schmidt,Katie Munday, Joan Severson, Lois Winecoff, Yvonne

fun! Law, and Linda Mayrose


http://www.extension.iastate.edu/plymouth/

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14: Do-Day

WelcaDo-Day at9:00 a.m. Please join us in the Dining Room as we
work on nmaking quilts, roll bandages, cut out stamps and other
projects. We will begin work at 9:00 am and work till 3:00 pm. Feel

free to bring a sack lunch. Hostess will be Arlene & Glenda Wiener,

Bernice Less and Lynne Bogh.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15:
1:30 p.m Dorcas, Youth Room
Mary Rieken, Hostess
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16:
1:30 p.m. Ruth, Library Lounge
Lois Winecoff, Hostess
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20:
1:30 p.m. Leah, at Park Place
Katie Munday, Hostess "
2:00p.m. Deborah635 Greenwood Ave P 4
Glenda & Arlene WienerHostesé
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21:
9:00 a.m. Hannah, Library Lounge
1:30 p.m. Sarah, Library Lounge
Joan Severson, Hostess
7:00 pm Naomi, Library Lounge
Kay Allen, Hostess

WE%Clrcles

/«7’f)
Nz
i

* * *

Al if
tarTGuild - S pVERS FORFEBRUARY

Tracy Anderson, Chr., Marlene Conner, Robin Grosenheider, Jan
Kolker, Paula Kommes, Erin Kommes, Shirley Lang, and Tammy
Lee

TUESDAY MORNING

We finish up our time with the Apostles. We
will look at what is called the inner three,
though they are not more special than the others. We will look at the
lives of Peter, James and his brother John. There is a great deal about
themin the New Testament and in other sources. It should be a good
series of topics and information. Join us every Tuesday morning in
the Library at 7:30 AM.

GOOD SAMARITAN VILLAGE
BIBLE STUDY/COMMUNION

ltés Lent. Whatwedalgs t ha
need to give something up for the season of Lent?
What happens i f we donét? Are tF
topic for the month. Join us on FebruaBtiat 11:00. We meet in

the activity room and we hope to see you.

PLYMOUTH MA NOR BIBLE
STUDY/COMMUNION

We begin the season with Ash Wednesday. The season is Lent. It is a
time of mediation and prayer. It is also our discussion for the month.
Join us on February 2&8at 3:00 PM for our time of worship, Holy
Communion and Celebrah. We meet at Plymouth Manor.

BOOK OF THE MONTH

IIIBIE smny We continue our look at the Apostles. This month we
will spend our entire month dealing with one apostle,
St. Jameghe brother of John. He did many things recorded in both
the New Tetament and other sourceSomuch that it will take the
entire month. Join us on February 13th anfl, 27 10:00 AM. Hope
to see you there.



BY JOAN SEVERSON

s GROCERY CART MINISTRY
" l . The Outreach Team emphasis for the Christian
‘-o/. Needs Center fdfebruaryis fiBe Sweet to Your

. Hearto. This could be any heart healthy food. +* Rachel MeisterKehrberg and Amy Isebrand were recognized
Leave theséems in the grocery cafitie next time you aria church. as Outstanding Intermediates at the Annubll Recognition
Thanks. Program.

*** Karter Ewing, Anna Tonsfeldt and Yashila Permeswaran

CNC Needs: canned vegetabl@gmeferably corn, tomatoes, peas were chosen to play in the Northwest lowa Honor Band. Trey a
and beansganned fruit/fruit cups, canned soupBicken, tuna or all students at Le Mars Community High School.
hamburger helper, boxed potatoes, pancake mix, jello, pudding
mix/pudding cups, jelly, juice, granotakakfast bars, crackers and Please callJoan Seversonat546 429, wi th #fAGood N
sugar. Please notewhen donating food please be sure to check the
expiration datesThe Christian Needs Center is open each Monday, * * *

Tuesday, and Wednesday from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 pimase call
5469428 with questionshe new director of the Christian Needs
Center in Le Mars is Barb Waltz.

..............

Save Box Topséhel :.-*,% S C
There is a container in the lobby for your donationl fasvcanonll

! or 10¢

WISH LIST FOR MID -SIOUX: The pantry is about empty. Our
most requested items are Pasta, spaghetti sauces, cereal, toiletries,

tuna, canned meat, mac & cheese and boxed mealsndiny * * *
perishables are welcome, although we do have a freezer. Thanks for
your support! WISH LIST FOR CSADV: canned goods, adult tooth brushes and
toot hpaste, wash cl oths, Dixie ¢
reducer, cough & cold medicine, laundry baskets, plastic spoons &
* * * forks, shampoo, chsdi womards wno

(sizes 5 9) diapers (sizes 4, 5 BERGENT NEED FOR SIZE 6

and pultups) baby wipes and hair brushé$y-Vee & Walmart gift
For those having troub ﬂé{@ a r i ncpes, movie tickets, pool passes, miniature golf passes and bowling
As a part of our new sound system, we have {’ C 7\,9 passesvould also be welcomedf you would like to donate any of
individual hearing devices which you can use )\/ these items to the CSADV, contact Theresa Gehid&evynen (712
to listen to the service. Each device is a small 277-0131 or theresa@csadv.org).
box with an earphone. They will amplify what is going out over the
speakers. If you should want to use one, contact one of the ushers or
the pastor to get you a box which is found in the office.

All of CSADV services are free and confidenti#il.you need help
or want to help call our 24 hour crisis line at 7258-7233 or tdl -
free at 1800-9827233.






